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INTRODUCTION. 


f  HEN  I  firft  undertook  this  Let¬ 
ter,  I  had  no  further  intention  than 


to  give  information  upon  a  moft  important 
fubjedt,  for  a  few  leading  men  in  the  great 
Council  of  the  Nation  3  whofe  great  influ¬ 
ence,  if  well  directed,  might  give  eafe,  fe¬ 
licity,  and  content,  to  the  whole  empire : 
but  when  I  come  to  refledt  upon  the  diffi¬ 
culty,  which  the  greatefl:  and  befl:  of  men 
meet  with,  to  ftem  the  torrent  of  prejudice 
and  delufion,  that  the  enemies  of  England 
have,  with  infinite  art  and  induftry,  fpread 
through  the  land,  I  faw  it  neceflary  to  be 
more  particular  in  reciting  fadts,  in  order 
to  redtify  many  paft  errors  3  and  {hall  there¬ 
fore  now  explain  every  allegation,  for  the 
benefit  of  any  man  who  can  read,  or  claim 
the  leaft  underflanding.  I  blame  no  Mi- 
inifter,  or  Statefman,  farther  than  in  pro¬ 
portion 
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portion  as  he  may  have  promoted  the  de~ 
ilgns  and  interefts  of  our  natural  enemies, 
either  by  ignorance  or  defign.  I  wifh  only 
to  enable  every  fincere  lover  of  his  country 
to  did inguilh,  with  certainty,  cur  friends 
from  our  enemies;  and  no  longer  fuffer 
tnemfelves  to  be  led  Dy  the  cunning  and  fa¬ 
tal  defigns  of  thofe,  who  have  thus  brought 
us  to  the  brink  of  ruin. 


i 


A  L  E  T- 


letter, 


S’Pf. 


SIR, 

GIVE  me  leave  to  addrefs  myfelf 
to  you  particularly.  I  am  per- 
fuaded  of  your  love  of  juftice  and 
equity  »  and  it  is  happy  you  live  in  a  coun— 
try  bleft  with  liberty  ;  admitting  every  one 
to  publifli  his  fentiments,  to  give  informa¬ 
tion,  and  even  advice,  to  the  greateft  men, 
without  the  leaft  impeachment  of  their 
honour  or  underftanding. 

This  little  piece  may  be  Angular ;  as  it 
looks  back  to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  conftitution,  and  the  very  firft  dawnings 
of  Englith  freedom  ;  it  is  meant  to  fup- 
port  the  almoft  obliterated  idea  of  Englith 
dignity,  which  has  been  long  fince  dropt, 
or  thamefully  abufed,  by  many  political 
writers,  and  is  almoft  buried  in  the  rub- 
bifh  of  antiquity.  But  as  the  vigour  of 
our  conflitution,  and  the  very  exiftence  of 
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the  empire,  depends  upon  its  revival  by 
meafures  refulting  from  this  noble  princi¬ 
ple;  I,  in  the  name  of  every  well- wither 
to  this  country,  befeech  you,  particularly, 
who  are  inverted  with  power,  to  preferve 
or  deftroy  the  happinefs  of  millions,  to 
weigh  well  the  important  point,  at  this 
very  important  moment,  and  fignalize 
yourfelf,  by  uncommon  efforts,  to  fave  this 
great  and  mighty  nation,  from  falling  a  fa- 
crifice  to  a  fet  of  men,  whofe  defigns  are, 
hrtt  to  didrad:  us  with  fatal  divifions  a- 
mong  ourlelves,  then  confign  us  over  to 
oui  enemies,  who  have  long  fince  paid 
down  the  price. 

Tis  neceffary  firft  to  inform  you,  that, 
whatever  I  aflert  I  can  prove ;  my  intelli¬ 
gence  comes  from  the  very  fountain  :  I 
have  the  fandion  of  men  who  dand  fore- 
mod  in  reputation,  wealth,  and  influence; 
my  fads  are  fuch  as  the  prededinarian 
mud  allow  to  have  been  from  decrees  e~ 
ternal,  nor  can  time  immemorial  change 
them  into  deludon.  But  differ  me  to  fu- 
fpend  the  explanation  of  my  plan,  and  keep 
back  for  a  moment  the  convidiion  I  intend 
to  fix  upon  you,  that  it  may  finally  drike 
with  fuller  evidence,  and  leave  the  dronp-er 
imprefiions.  And  fird  let  me  aik  this 
Angle  quedion— Is  there  any  method  by 

which 
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which  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  can 
reafonably  hope  to  conquer,  or  deftroy  us, 
but  by  forming  diffentions,  ftirring  up  pre¬ 
judices,  difaffe&ion,  difagreement,  and  di- 
vifions  ;  which  may  eventually  bring  us  to 
a  fatal  civil  war,  or  render  us  unable  to 
unite  with  fpirit,  vigour,  and  fuccefs,  in 
our  own  defence  ?  This  js  their  imme¬ 
diate  intereft ;  this  is  their  beft  policy  ; 
this  is  the  point  they  fhould  keep  in  view, 
and  what  they  are  refolved  to  effedt.-— - 
Every  good  fubjedt,  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
will  reply,  Moft  undoubtedly,  moft  evi¬ 
dently. 

It  is  known  to  all  men,  well  acquainted 
with  the  world,  and  motives  of  their  con¬ 
duit,  that  inveterate  enemies  may,  from 
fecret  and  ambitious  defigns,  under  the 
cover  of  folemn  treaties,  or  high  encomi¬ 
ums  of  efteem,  be  apparently  our  friends. 
The  Spaniards  formerly,  and  the  French 
of  late,  have  attempted  univerfal  monar¬ 
chy,  bv  arms.  1  he  Spaniards  were  beat 
out  of  that  humour  in  1588,  by  the  lofs 
of  the  Grand  Armada  ;  the  French,  by  the 
battles  of  Hockftade  and  Ramillies ;  but 
they  then  thought  proper  to  eke  out  the 
lyon’s  flcin  with  the  fox’s  tail ;  and,  at  U- 
trecht,  they  had  the  addrefs  to  unravel  the 
victories  of  the  war.  The  little  remains 
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Qi  the  fame  fpirit,  then  left,  induced  them 
to  avail  themfelves  of  the  death  of  Charles 
thr  fixth ;  they  over-run  Germany,  by  the 
d i vi (ion  of  the  princes,  even  to  Bohemia; 
but  were  again  forced  to  their  arts,  by  way 
of  treaty.  1  ney  fince  have  attempted  to 
over-run  Germany  by  furprize,  and  were 
preparing  to  do  the  fame  in  America ;  but 
being  beaten  out  of  both,  they  once  more 
had  recourie  to  treaties,  and  formed  the 
iate  peace  ;  by  what  means,  and  how  ob¬ 
tained,  I  wili  not  fay;  but  thus,  you  fee, 
the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  have  played 
a  game,  ever  by  b*****y,  fuccefsful,  and 
often  exceeding  their  warmed  expectation. 
’Tis  therefore  contrary  to  common  fenfe, 
to  fuppofe  they  will  quit  the  cards,  while 
they  have  every  thing  to  expedt. — No; 
experience  tells  us,  they  have  feadily  pur- 

fued  their  fuccefs  ever  fince  the  peace. _ 

We  know  (but  we  dare  not  yet  impeach) 

has,  for  feveral  years 
fince  the  peace,  actually  received  from  the 
court  of  France,  £  *****  a  year>  for  per_ 

vice  undertaken,  and  promifed  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted,  for  them.  But  this  is  no  flrange 
tjimg  ;  for  there  was  an  Englifh  minifler, 
formerly,  who  flood  a  penfioner  to  that 

court 
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court  *»  And  though  we  muft  not  fup- 
pofe  there  has  been  an  inftance  lately,  yet 
there  can  be  no  impropriety  in  looking 
back  at  the  meafures  purfued  ;  lince  our 
artful  enemies,  before  and  lince  the  late 
peace,  have  been  admitted  into  our  king¬ 
dom,  and  have  ardently  endeavoured  to 
gain  admittance  into  our  councils  alfo.  I 
hope  they  have  been  difappointed ;  for  ’tis 
evident,  to  every  man  of  common  fenfe, 
that  their  defigns  are  to  divide  us,  by  railing 
falfe  fufpicions,  prejudices,  and  jealoulies 
againft  each  other ;  and  fo  diftradt  us,  by 
inteftine  quarrels,  as  to  weaken  our  ftrength, 
which,  when  united,  is,  by  their  dear  ex¬ 
perience,  found  irrefiftable  -f*. 

I  am 

*  At  the  death  of  the  Abbe  De  Boys,  it  was  found  that 
he  had  received  a  penfion  from  England  ;  and  among  the 
papers  of  thofe  ministers  who  died  about  the  time  when 
the  parliamentary  profecutions  begun,  upon  the  famous 
South-Sea  year,  1720,  it  appeared  that  one  of  them  had 

received  £  16,000  a  year  penfion  from  France. - Nor  is 

this  a  new  thing;  Pnilip  de  Comenes  proves,  that  all  the 
great  men  of  England,  and  even  the  King  himfelf,  took 
penfion?  from  Lewis  XI. 

t  By  letters  from  many  Englifh  gentlemen  in  France, 
fince  the  peace,  w  ;  have  been  informed,  that  thefe  were 
their  conftant  meditations  ;  and  when  they  faw  an  ap¬ 
proach  ng  rupture  with  our  fubje&s  in  America,  even  the 
common  people  exhibited  the  livelieft  fymptoms  of  joy  at 
the  news ;  and  the  hopes  of  all  were  once  more  revived, 
that  England  would  ftill,  in  fome  future  day,  be  conquer¬ 
able. - And,  by  letters  from  our  friends  in  America,  we 

are  with  the  higheil  confidence  allured,  that  there  came  a 

French 
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I  am  ferry  that  I  am  furnilhed  with  fuch 
fads  ;  but  fo  it  happened,  that  foon  after 
the  late  peace  took  place,  feveral  perfons 
of  known  integrity  and  tried  abilities,  grew 
every  day  more  and  more  out  of  fafhion. 
The  famous  Financier  then  took  the  lead  ; 
and,  inftead  of  an  eligible  and  conftiru- 
tional  method  of  reducing  our  debts  and 
taxes,  he  immediately  proceeded  in  a  fuc- 
ceflion  of  meafures,  which  all  tended  to 
divide  and  diftradt  us.  He  began  with 
extending  the|excife  laws  over  the  makers  of 
cyder  ;  which  fome  fuppofe  (for  fome  men 
will  believe,  there  was  a  French  influence 
prevailing  fomewhere,  and  cannot  forget  a 
former  minifter’s  taking  a  penflon  from 
that  court)  was  but  a  leading  meafure  to¬ 
wards  bringing  the  makers  of  fmall-beer, 
(in  their  own  houfes)  under  the  fame  odi¬ 
ous  laws  ;  which  muft  have  been  attended 


French  agent  over  to  New  York,  from  the  court  of  France, 
who,  to  prevent  fufpicion,  came  by  way  of  Hifpaniola  ; 
and,  while  the  nneafinefs  lafted,  gave  conftant  intelligence 
of  matters  to  his  employers ;  and,  no  doubt,  had  they  got 
intelligence,  that  our  fubje&s  in  America  were  once  fairly 
divided  and  unhinged  from  the  mother-country,  they 
would  immediately  have  excited  the  whole  body  of  Cana¬ 
dians  to  take  up  arms  againlt  our  colonies,  while  they  at¬ 
tacked  us  in  fome  other  fenfible  part,  either  here,  or  in 
our  colonies,  and  fo  fecured  to  themfelves  univerfal  em¬ 
pire  ;  for,  whatever  hate  holds  the  provinces  of  North- 
America,  may  hold  the  full  ballance  of  power  to  the  world, 
and  give  it  laws. 

with 
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with  murmurs,  and  dangerous  divifions ; 
thereby  diredly  have  anfwered  the  de- 
ligns  of  our  enemies. 

General  warrants  came  next  j  which, 
by  their  mifchievous,  dangerous  nature, 
and  fatal  tendency,  and  the  efforts  made 
to  eftablifh  them  as  legal  (which  in  their 
confequences  mu  ft  fo  certainly  have  utterly 
demolifhed  every  future  claim  to  Liberty 
in- this  kingdom)  leaves  us  no  poffible 
doubt,  whether  our  Gentle  Shepherd  had, 
or  had  not,  adopted  French  politics ;  be- 
caufe  the  Grand  Monarch  himfelf  could 
never  have  devifed  a  better  engine  of 
flavery.— But  I  muft  lead  you  on,  if  not 
already  convided,  toother  meafures, which 
v/ere  equally  deftrudive,  and,  if  continued, 
muft  have  been  attended  with  the  fame 
unhappy  and  dreadful  confequences.— 
Reftridions  on  our  trade. — He  had  the  in¬ 
fluence  to  fit  out  a  number  of  our  men  of 
war ;  which,  from  the  expence,  parade, 
and  mighty  bluftering,  in  giving  proper 
inftrudions,  one  might  have  imagined,  had 
been  defigned  for  fome  grand  and  capital 
expedition  j  and  though  it  did  not  aftoniftt 
all  Europe,  as  fome  preparations  of  this 
kind  have  done,  yet  it  aftonifhed  all  men 
of  common  fenfe,  who  ever  refleded  upon 
the  conlequence,  except  thofe  few  who 

knew 
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knew  the  caufe.  This  Grand  Armada,  for 
i'o  I  chufe  to  call  it,  as  it  refembles  the 
Invincible  Armada,  both  in  the  motives 
of  its  outlet,  and  fate  they  met  with ; 
one  was  attended  with  the  lofs  of  the 
Spaniffi  power,  the  other  with  the  lofs  of 
the  Englifh  trade.  One  was  defigned  to 
enflave  mankind ;  the  other,  if  there  was 
any  delign  at  all,  to  impoveriffi,  and  here¬ 
after  enflave  the  Englifh  empire.  The 
brave  officers  of  this  fquadron  were  now 
made  (under  oath)  real  cuftom-houfe  of¬ 
ficers  ;  not  for  England  but  for  Spain  and 
France ;  for,  by  this  means,  the  French 
have  poflefled  themfelves  of  a  great  fhare 
of  this  moll  advantageous  trade  *.  Can 

any 

*  The  nature  of  this  trade  with  the  Spaniards  is  this— 
The  Spaniards  who  live  in  Mexico,  where  they  work  their 
iilver  mines,  find  it  doubly  their  interefl  to  purchafe  Bri- 
tilh  manufactures  from  the  Englifh  merchant,  in  our  Weft 
India  iflands,  or  in  any  of  our  ports  in  North  America  ; 
becaufe  they  can  buy  fuch  goods  as  they  want. cheaper  of 
our  merchants  than  of  their  own  ;  befide  faving  the  in- 
dulto,  or  duty,  and  many  other  charges  upon  their  mo¬ 
ney,  which  it  is  fubjeCted  to,  if  fient  to  Old  Spain. - 

They  therefore  take  every  opportunity  poffible  to  pur¬ 
chafe  of  us ;  and  can  any  Englishman  be  fo  mad  ai  to  flop 
a  trade,  in  which  we  receive  in  return,  for  every  thing 
that  we  make  in  England,  hard  filver. — All  the  nations  in 
Europe,  who  make  manufactures,  are  exerting  their  ut • 
moft  fkill,  and  go  every  length  to  fecure  to  themfelves 
this  lucrative  trade. — None  ever  had  it,  in  proportion  to 
US)  till - - - ,  at  a  vafl  expence  to  the  go¬ 

vernment,  put  a  flop  thereto,  by  obliging  the  Spaniard  to 

purchafe 
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any  man  imagine  the  then  minifter  fo  to- 
tally  loft  to  common  fenle,  and  fo  totally 
blind  to  the  nation’s  intereft,  as  to  have 
done  this  under  proper  motives  and  influ- 


purchafe  of  the  French  and  Dutch.  The  merchants  here, 
who  fend  goods  to  America,  are  in  a  hate,  little  (hurt 
of  bankruptcy;  for  our  merchants  in  America,  ufed  to 
make  moil  of  their  payments  in  this  Fiver,  collected  from 
the Spaniard.  If  this  imperious,  head-ftrong,obftitiate  finan¬ 
cier,  had  meant  to  do  his  own  country  any  fervice,  he 
Ihould  have  taken  juft  the  contrary  method.  The  men  of 
war,  which,  if  there  had  been  occafion  of  fending  them  out, 
Should  have  been  ready  to  protect  us  in  this  trade;  the  of¬ 
ficers  ihould  have  had  fecret  verbal  ir.ftruCtions,  or  hints  to 
explain  matters  in  this  light,  to  the  feveral  governors  through 
America;  that  their  utmoft  endeavours  were  expeCted  to 
fecure  the  trade  from  plunder,  which  fometimes  happens 
for  want  of  their  authority.  Thus  every  merchant  and  ma¬ 
nufacturer  in  England,  would  have  had  punctual  and  im¬ 
mediate  payment  for  his  goods,  and  full  employment  for 
double  the  hands  he  now  employs ;  and  many  have  been  in 
fplendid,  eafy  circumftances,  who  are  now,  by  reafon  of  this 
fatal  ftroke,  ftarving.  Not  a  farmer,  not  a  foldier,  not  a 
failor,  not  a  man  of  whatever  rank  in  England,  but  now 
feels  the  difference.  The  rich,  would  have  had  more 
wealth,  the  poor  hungry  wretch  would  have  had  bread,  and 
the  man  now  lhivering  for  want  of  cloaths,  would  have 
been  (heltered  in  foft  wool  from  the  chilling  winds.  Upon 
the  moft  moderate  calculation,  *tis  believed  we  have  loft 
the  fum  of  fifteen  or  twenty  million  of  dollars  by  this  fatal 
meafure,  which  would  otherways  have  come  into  this  king¬ 
dom.  A  gentleman  lately  arrived  from  the  Weft- Indies, 
declares  upon  his  honour,  that  he  law  in  one  day  feven  Spa- 
niih  (loops  ccme  into  St.  Euftatia  bay,  (a  Dutch  port)  with 
dollars  to  purchafe  European  manufactures.  He  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  perfuade  fome  of  them,  to  go  to  the  Englifh  i (lands, 
but  was  anfwered,  the  Engiiih  did  not  know  their  own 
minds,  nor  could  they  yet  put  any  confidence  in  them. 
N.  B.  thole  inftruCtions  have  ceafed  (ince  the  difmiflion  of 
our  great  Financier  from  office. 

C  ence  ? 
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cnce  ?  the  leaft  that  can  be  faid,  or  the 
beft  apology  that  can  poffibly  be  made  for 
him,  is,  that  he  wanted  capacity  and  dif- 
cernment.  But  it  makes  no  difference  to 
the  nation,  whether  our  ruin  comes  by 
blunders,  or  by  iniquity  ;  the  minifter  who 
brings  fuch  calamities  upon  us,  from  either, 
ought  to  be  refponfible. 

Our  manufacturers,  or  Spital-field  wea¬ 
vers,  in  the  mean  time,  c®mplained  that 
the  French  evaded  our  prohibitary  laws 
againft  their  filks,  by  firft  fending  them 
to  the  ports  from  whence  our  laws  admit 
filks,  paying  a  certain  duty,  &c.  and  pray’d 

for  redrefs. - Had  they  ftriCtly  obferved 

this  minifter’s  conduit,  they  would  never 
have  given  themfelves  the  trouble  to  at¬ 
tend  him  in  the  manner  they  did  ;  for 
they  mult  have  concluded,  he  was  too 
well  bred,  and  too  bufy  in  pufhing  other 
matters,  to  give  them  the  relief  they 
wanted ;  for  they  wanted  a  national  pre¬ 
ference,  and  laws  to  fecure  Englifh  ma-i 
iiufaCtories,  and  Englifh  intereftj  and  as 
they  were  ignorant  of  his  defigns,  their 
expectations  muff  be  acknowledged  natu¬ 
ral.  But  the  manner  in  which  he  found 
means  to  difappoint  them  is  well  known. 
— Our  merchants  applied  for  payment  of 
the  Canada  Bills,  as  agreed  upon  by  the 

dcfini- 


definitive  treaty ;  but  were  put  off,  with 
empty,  promifes,  and  the  common-place 
profeffions  of  fincerity  in  office ;  the  only 
thing  they  could  ever  obtain,  and  the  only 
thing,  in  his  department  of  bufinefs,  that 
he  can,  with  any  juftice,  be  faid  to  be 
raafter  of.  At  laft,  thofe  bills  funk  fo  low 
as  5  per, cent,  and  were  looked  upon  as 
loft ;  which  were,  in  a  few  months  after, 
by  the  honeft  negotiation  of  the  men  who 
fucceeded  this  minifter,  fixed,  and  actu¬ 
ally  paid,  at  near  40  per  cent,  and  gives  a 
rtioft  ftriking  proof  of  his  inability,  or  un- 
worthinefs,  to  take  any  lead  in  matters  of 
ftate.  - 

But,  to  proceed,  frefli  blunders  were 
now  meditating  (I  mean  in  the  Gentle 
Shepherd’s  adminiftration  ;  for  he  father’s 
fo  many,  that  his  idea  will  ever  ftand  con¬ 
nected  with  blunders  of  ftate)  he  turned 
his  wifdom  towards  reftraining  the  trade 
of,  and  taxing  our  Britiffi  colonies ;  which 
indeed  flood  in  need  of  fome  attention, 
but  of  a  contrary  nature  >  for  they  had  been 
at  their  full  ffiare  of  expence  with  Great 
Britain,  and  Ireland,  in  profecuting  the 
war  *.  The  late  peace  had  taken  mod 

of 

*  The  line  of  colonies  had  in  adlual  fervice  through  the 
general  courfe  of  the  late  war  above  20,000  men,  which 
they  paid  and  cloatlied  themfelves.  The  difficulty  of  raif- 


©f  the  articles  of  remittance  out  of  their 
reach,  by  the  reverfion  of  the  fugar  iflands 
and  Weft  India  trade  to  the  French;  vaft- 
iy  in  debt  to  England  for  manufactures, 
in  debt  to  themlelves  for  the  large  fums 
iftued  for  the  fupport  of  their  troops  ;  re- 
ftricted  by  the  cuftom-houfe  officers  of 
our  men  of  war  from  their  natural  trade 
with  Spanifh  America : — but,  inftead  of 
giving  any  relief  to  thofe  poor  makers  of 
brick  (which  might  have  been  done  by 
extending  their  trade  to  foreign  markets) 
he  immediately  took  away  the  little  ftraw 
they  had  left ;  he  took  away  all  their  pa- 


£ng  them,  where  the  price  of  labour  is  fo  extremely  high, 
was  very  great,  and  moil  of  the  colonies  found  it  neceftary 
to  give  for  encouragement  every  year  from  ql.  to  1 5I  fter- 
ling  per  man,  to  inlift  for  the  yearly  campaign,  for  labour 
was  once  as  high  as  4s.  6d  fterling  per  day.  The  debts 
which  the  provinces  had  to  pay  to  their  own  governments, 
juft  as  we  do  in  England,  made  taxation  on  land  much 
higher  than  it  is  here,  and  in  fome  colonies  equal  in  al- 
moil  every  thing  elfe  There  never  was  therefore  a  ftran- 
ger  abfurdiiy  than  pretending  that  thefe  provinces  fhould 
pay  ws  for  defending  them,  and  till  the  la  e  war  they  have 
ever  defendeu  themlelves.  Vaft  numbers  of  their  bell  Tai¬ 
lors  were  likewile  conftantly  in  our  men  o i  war,  which 
obliged  them  to  give  20  guineas  per  man  frequently  to 
come  only  to  England. — 

When  Admiral  baunders  was  about  to  proceed  for  Quebec 
in  the  year  1759,  he  acquainted  the  people  of  Bofton,  that 
he  wanted  a  number  of  good  Teamen,  upon  which,  they 
immeoiately  fent  him  a  great  number  of  their  beft  fa  lor.% 
who  almoft  all  continued  in  the  Elcet,  till  the  peace  took 
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per  currency  -f* ;  and  though  there  may  be 
good  arguments  in  favour  of  a  folid  me¬ 
dium 

f  The  fudden  redu&ion  of  this  paper  money  was  a  dread- 
ful  calamity  to  the  provinces,  for  they  had  always  remitted 
all  their  fpecie,  or  gold  and  filver  to  England  for  goods. 
This  paper  ferved  them  for  common  circulation,  and  arv 
fwered  j  uft  as  well  as  fo  much  gold,  where  they  took  care 
to  keep  the  fum  within  bounds  -And  if  it  ever  fell  in 
value  fterling  debts,  to  the  northward  of  Virginia,  were 
always  paid  in  iterling,  therefore  the  Engliih  merchant 
could  not  fuffer  by  it ;  they  gave  the  very  bell:  fecurity  for 
redeeming  it,  which  were  lands  of  the  whole  province,  and 
it  was  to  them  juft  as  bank  notes  or  navy  bills  are  to  us. 
Whatever  therefore  may  be  faid  in  favour  of  a  folid  medi¬ 
um,  nothing  can  exceed  the  ill-judged  time  and  moment 
Qf  an  attempt  to  take  it  away, .  for  the  merchants  who  owed 
money  to  G.  B.  had  none  left  to  pay,  or  any  poffibie  me¬ 
thod  of  getting  it,  in  any  feafonable  time,  but  from  among 
the  Spaniards.  This  door  was  fhut  up  to  them,  as  well  as 
to  us,  by  our  wife  minifter’s  officers  of  floating  Spanifti 
cuftom  houfes.  This  has  left  our  merchants  m  England, 
who  traded  to  America,  in  a  ftate,  little  ffiort  of  bankruptcy, 
aud  the  merchants  in  America  in  a  ftill  worfe  condition. 
Lands  in  America  muft  be  fold  to  pay  debts,  juft  as  chat¬ 
tels  are  in  England  ;  and  there  was  an  inftance  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  New  Jerley,  of  one  merchant  fueing  feventy  ffiop- 
keepers  for  debt ;  the  feventy  had  lands,  and  their  lands 
were  fold  at  public  au&ion  for  no  more  than  the  fum  ow¬ 
ing,  by  which  means  feventy  families  were  deprived  of 
their  fubftance  for  want  of  this  paper  currency  In  the 
province  of  Conne&icut,  their  provincial  or  governmental 
taxes  and  arrearages,  were  a  year  or  two  fince  £loyooo  to 
be  difeharged  within  the  year,  and  though  the  officers  of 
government  filled  the  jails  with  people,  till  they  would  con¬ 
tain  no  more,  and  deftrained  upon  every  man’s  property, 
lands,  houfes,  and  chattels,  they  could  colled  no  more  of 
the  tax  than  £"/OOQ,  or  thereabouts.  A  true  ftate  of  the 
whole  may  at  any  dine  be  i'een  in  the  hands  ot  their  agent, 
Mr.  Johnfon,  now  here. 

The 
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dium  of  commerce,  yet  there  can  be  no 
arguments  in  favour  of  taking  away  an 
artificial  medium,  without  fupplying  its 
place  with  a  better  than  that  which  is 
taken  away;  and  the  fum  thus  taken  a- 
way  mufi:  be  replaced,  before  the  mer- 
ciants  in  America  can  pay  the  merchants 
and  manufacturers  in  England  ;  and  this . 
is  the  reafon  that  fo  many  thoufands  of 
our  poor  are  now  out  of  employ,  and  in 
a  ftarvmg  condition  *  Surely,  nothing 
could  keep  people  from  demanding  hidden 
revenge  upon  the  authors  of  fo  much  mif- 
chief,  but  the  love  of  liberty,  order,  Eng- 
hfh  dignity,  and  an  Engiilh  King. 

Englilhmen,  and  their  defcendants, 
wherever  they  go,  and  wherever  they 
plant  themfelves,  are  Englifiimen,  with 

all  their  rights,  privileges,  and  freedom. _ 

They  are  fubjedts  ;  for  they  have  their 

The  taxes  were  To  high  upon  the  town  of  Eofton,  that 
every  man  who  appeared  in  a  good  way  of  bufinefs,  or 
Jived  m  a  decent  houfe,  vvas  taxed  from  10I.  to  20I.  per 

annum.  A  captain  of  a  fhip,  who  conftantly  went  to  fea 
has  been  taxed  izl.  per  annum. 

*  If  I  miftake  not,  the  colonies  owed  to  G.  B.  in  the 
year  1766,  five  millions;  had  proper  meafures  been  pur¬ 
sued,  one  fourth  might  long  fine e  have  been  paid  off,  which 
j.  "ow  ln  England,  would  make  a  ftrange  though  agreeable 
difference  with  our  merchants,  manufacturers  and  landhol¬ 
ders  ;  whereas  now,  they  can  neither  get  goods  from  Eng¬ 
land,  or  pay  for  them.  6 


kins: 


RRSSMBIBHK 


mmmm 


(  *5  ) 

king,  and  his  protection,  in  every  corner 
of  the  earth  ;  nor  is  he  lefs  an  Englishman 
who  lives  in  India,  Africa,  or  America, 
than  he  who  daily  balks  in  the  immediate 
funlhine  of  royal  prefence. 

Thus  the  Romans  were  Romans ;  and 
wherever  they  went,  they  carried  their 
city. — We  were  Englishmen  in  Saxony  : 
The  Scotch  are  Englishmen  by  alliance, 
and  intimate  union  ;  the  IriSh  are  English¬ 
men,  by  adopting  our  laws,  and  the  facred 
rights  of  English  freedom  go  through  the 
world  with  them.  Thefe  first  principles 
of  our  constitution  are  our  birthright,  and 
juSt  inheritance ;  and  Shall  any  power  on 
earth  dare  to  injure  or  violate  them  ?  Yet 
this  obltinate  blunderer,  in  defiance  of 
equity,  honour,  policy,  freedom,  perfua- 
fion,  or  humanity,  ventured  to  fet  the  ex¬ 
ample,  and  tried  the  dreadful  experiment, 
which  no  minister  ever  attempted  before  ; 
and  at  a  Single  Stroke  enSlaved  every  Eng¬ 
lishman  in  America.  They  had  been, 
long  before,  reprefented  to  him  reduced 
to  a  State  of  bankruptcy  j  their  trade  loSt, 
by  restrictions,  and  infupportable  taxes  ; 
their  money  all  taken  from  them,  with  no 
poSfible  method  of  replacing  it  :  in  debt 
to  England  ;  burdened  with  immenfe  in¬ 
ternal  taxations,  to  discharge  their  provin¬ 
cial 
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cial  debts,  contracted  by  the  expence  they 
.  were  put  to  in  the  late  war,  in  conjunc- 
tion  with  England  *j- ;  though  the  benefits 
of  conqueft  could  be  immediately  advan¬ 
tageous  to  England  only;  greatly  behind¬ 
hand  in  their  agriculture,  by  fending  their 
labouring  men  into  the  field  of  battle.— 
In  fhort,  they  had  little  elfe  left  but  life 

and  freedom.  But  this - ,  againft 

all  their  humble  intreaties,  or  fpirited  af- 
fertions,  of  being  Englifhmen  (  whofe  pro¬ 
perty  is  at  his  own  difpofal)  flript  them 
of  all  future  pretenfions  to  either  property 
or  freedom,  by  impofing  upon  them  the 
late  remarkable  and  ever  memorable 
Stamp- Adi ;  which  at  the  fame  time  car¬ 
ried  within  itfelf  fuch  a  dangerous  engine 
of  flate,  as  never  before  was  attempted  to 


t  Every  one  who  knows  the  ftate  of  the  colonies,  knows 
that  they  are  greatly  confined  for  want  of  a  market  to  take 
off  their  produce  ;  fuch  as  all  forts  of  timber,  flour,  pro- 
viflons  of  all  forts,  & c.  and  fince  the  provinces  of  Canada, 
Newfoundland,  and  the  Floridas,  are  added  to  the  other 
provinces,  all  their  produce  goes  to  the  fame  markets, 
which  makes  the  fupply  greater,  and  of  courfe  the  price 
lefs  j  therefore  the  lands  of  the  old  fettled  colonies  are  lefs 
valuable  in  proportion,  and  may  at  this  time  be  purchafed 
near  a  hundred  per  cent,  cheaper  than  in  the  mofl  dangerous 
moments  thro’  the  late  war.  Colonel  Bird’s  eftaie  in  Virginia, 
which  is  now  valued  and  to  be  dilpofed  of  by  lottery  at 
^40,000,  would  have  fold  in  1760,  tor  ^70,000.  A  gen¬ 
tleman  in  New-Jerfey,  has  been  imprrfoned  many  months 
for  about  £2000,  whofe  eftate  would  have  fold  in  1 760,  fer 
£5000. 


(  *7  ) 

be  raifed  in  this  kingdom.  We  know,' 
from  our  own  hiftory,  that  Kings  have 
made  large  ft  rides  to  be  abfolutej  but  no 
minifter,  even  Woolfey  himfelf,  ever  ven¬ 
tured  fo  far.  This  Adt  *  inverts  an  abfo- 

/ 

lute  power  in  the  four  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
fury  (which  is  much  the  fame  as  giving 
it  to  the  firft  Lord)  to  raife  the  price  upon 
the  damp’d  paper,  to  any  fum  they  migiit 
think  proper.  This  paper,  by  the  letter 
and  fpirit  of  the  law,  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary,  in  the  execution  of  any  buhnefs 
where  property  was  concerned,  to  make 
the  fame  valid  in  law ;  hence  it  is  evident, 
from  the  damps  being  kept  in  England, 
the  foie  power  of  fending  over  the  paper, 
or  preventing  its  going  at  proper  times,  and 
in  fufficient  quantities,  the  power  of  the 
rtamp-marter,  appointed  for  the  diftnbu- 
tion  of  paper,  to  harrafs  and  plague  the 
people,  by  monopoly,  or  local  detention, 
which  would  raife  the  price  of  the  paper 


*  Page  304  —  “  And  be  it  further  enafted,  by  the  au- 
tfiority  aforefaid,  that  the  High  Treafurer  of  Great-Britain, 
or  the  Commiffioners  of  his  Majefty’s  T.  reafury,  or  any  three, 
or  more  of  fuch  commiffioners,  for  the  time  being,  fhall, 
once  in  every  year,  at  leaft,  fet  the  pric  Q  S  , 

Gf  ftarnped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper  fhall  be  iold y  by 
the  faid  commiffioners,  for  managing  the  ftamp  duties,  and 
their  officers,  and  that  the  faid  commiffioners,  for  the  faid 
duties,  fhall  caufe  fuch  prices  to  be  marked  upon  every 
fuch  fkin,  and  piece  of  vellum,  and  parchment,  and  fheet,- 
and  piece  of  paper,  & c.  &c.” 
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itielf,  by  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  it;  or 
oblige  the  diftant  farmer  to  travel,  hun¬ 
dreds  of  miles,  to  fecure  a  fingle  ffieet  ; 
which  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  vicinage, 
the  abfolute  impoffibility  of  paying  money 
for  the  paper ;  fubjedting  the  poor  huf- 
bandman  to  bring  his  corn  or  cattle  to  the 
fiamp-mafter  for  payment  •f' ;  the  power 
of  juries  taken  away,  and  all  decifions 
committed  to  Judges,  who  hold  their  com- 
miffions  at  pleafure  ;  and,  in  fine,  the 
power  of  governing  all  his  Majefiy’s  fub- 
jedfs  in  America,  by  having  the  full  com¬ 
mand  of  their  wealth  ;  fo  that  the  King 
himfelf  had  no  other  than  the  name  of 
dominion  over  them.  I  fay,  when  all 
thofe  circumflances  come  to  be  confidered, 
and  their  tendency  difcovered,  the  meaneft 

t  Money  was  fo  fcarce  in  the  provinces,  that  the  damp- 
mailer  in  Maryland,  told  his  friends  he  Ihould  in  fo  many 
months,  be  mailer  of  all  the  cadi  circulating  in  the  province ; 
then  he  would  take  their  corn,  commence  merchant,  go¬ 
vern  the  market,  turn  the  corn  into  a  commanding  me¬ 
dium,  and  purchafe  their  lands  at  his  own  price :  this  he 
might  ealily  have  done,  and,  had  not  that  law  been  re¬ 
pealed,  a  few  years  would  have  given  them  polTdlion  of 
near  half  the  lands  in  America,  and  tyrannic  power  over 
all  the  reft  of  his  Majelly’s  fubje&s  there  ;  for  the  Lords  of 
the  Treafury  could  at  will  have  raifed  a  dieet  of  paper  from 
fixpence,  to  a  hundred  pounds,  therefore  had  full  com¬ 
mand  of  all  the  wealth  that  America  could  acquire,  and 
their  whole  property,  of  which  they  had,  at  immenfe  ex¬ 
pence  of  blood,  treafure,  labour,  watchfulnefs  and  care, 
polTeffed  themfelves. 


under- 
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underftanding  muft  difccrn  the  moil  in¬ 
famous  and  execrable  defigns,  through  the 
whole,  that  our  inveterate  encmiGo  them— 
felves  could  poffiblyhave  recommended.-— 
I  fay,  our  enemies  for  the  famous  Fi¬ 
nancier  had  not  capacity  or  genius  enough 
for  fuch  a  deep  and  wife-invented  plan  of 

deftrudtion.  ,  . 

1  have  recited  but  one  claufe  or  this 

Aft,  though  all  tends  to  the  fame  end, 

and  breathes  the  fame  fpint  A 

Thus,  this  minifter  was  upon  the  very 
point  of  gaining  fuch  an  undue  influence, 
in  this  nation,  as  never  was  before  known. 
How  foon  would  he  have  had  luch  a  num¬ 
ber  Ox  venal  followers,  who,  for  tlwir 
(hare  of  American  property,  might  impli¬ 
citly  obey  his  di&ates,  or  rather  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  our  enemies,  till  they  had  plunged 
this  great  empire  into  utter  ruin,  and  ab- 
jefi  flaverv  ;  or  at  leak  cieate  fuch  difturb— 
ances  as  the  enemy  would  have  taken  ad- 


*  Dr.  Franklin,  a  gentleman  of  great  abilities,  and  com¬ 
mands  a  great  ihare  of  inoffenfive  wit,  and  true  hu¬ 
mour,  was  defired  by  a  particular  perfon  to  point  out  the 
particularly  grievous  parts,  and  claufes  in  this  au. .  ,  and  af¬ 
ter  reading  the  fame  over  very  careful  y,  returned  it  to  Ins 
lordfliin,  with  the  alteration  of  only  one  word,  as  the  only 
alteration  which  could  poffibly  be  admitted,  or  to  any  pur- 
pofe  be  advifed  ;  and  this  was,  that  initead  oi  one  thouiand 
feven  hundred  andfixty-five.it  fhould  tatte  place  in  two 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-fite. 

D  2  vantage 
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•vantage  of.  It  would  have  given  preat 
alarm  to  us  all,  had  the  power  of  the 
ffamj  s,  here  in  England,  been  thus  dele- 
gated  to  the  minifter  5  but  thofe  who  look 
any  diftance,  fee  equal  danger  attending 
thole  in  America.  Indeed,  in  fome  re- 
iptcts,  there  was  more  danger  in  rhe  lat- 
ter  i  or  the  diftance  muft  leflen  the  °Tie- 
vous  complaints,  and  gives  the  minifter 
an  oppoitunity  of  gathering- wealth,  and 
creating  power,  unfeen,  though  not  unfell  ; 
yet  many  would  not  have  immediately  dil- 
cerned  the  caufe  | .  Befide,  how  cruelly  op- 
preftive  and  unjuft  !  Shall  the  bee,  who  goes 
fartheft  for  honey,  have  no  fti  el  ter  froth  the 
hive  ?  is  the  fweetnefs  of  the  honey-fuckle 
too  delicious  for  his  palate,  or  its  juice 
too  precious  for  his  fupport  ;  while  he 
labours  in  the  common  caufe  ?  Shall  the 
Englifhm'an,  in  India,  or  America,  for 
they  are  there,  ftill  Englithmen,  be  denied 
•the  ufe  and  enjoyment  of  their  little  pocket 
.expences,  while  their  wealth  muft  center 


II  All  the  wealth,  property,  and  future  profpefts  of  ac¬ 
quiring  any  in  Amenca,  would  have  been  entirely  at  the 
controul  ot  the  minifter,  and  muA  have  been  eaten  up  by 
his  creatures,  mftead  of  coming  into  England  in  payment 
for  our  manufactures,  which  would  enrich  us  juft  in  pro¬ 
portion,  as  the  people  there  increafed  in  numbers,  and 
vvealili  j  we  Ihould  have  therefore  been  ftarving  for  want  of 

that  trade,  which  is  our  only  fecure  trade  left  to  this  na- 
tion. 

here 
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'here  in  England  ?  Shall  their  fidelity  be 
called  in  queftion,  if,  after  a  trial  of  1 50 
years,  they  never  did  refufe  to  fubmit  to 
the  laws  of  their  country,  while  they 
breathed  an  Englifh  fpirit  ?  Have  our  pro¬ 
vinces  ever  refufed  to  contribute  their  full 
fhare  of  fupport  in  the  common  caufe, 
when  they  had  the  honour  of  doing  it, 
with  their  own  confent  ? 

The  Parliament  certainly  have,  and 
ougnt  to  preferve,  a  legiflative  power  over 
the  whole  empire.  But,  I  hope,  taxation 
is  looked  upon  as  a  different  thing  from 
legiflation,  and  always  confined  to  adtual 
reprefentation.  If  his  Majefty  "has  not 
power  enough,  in  any  one  of  the  colonies, 
to  raife  proportionably  neceffary  fupplies, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  ftate  in  general ;  or 
if  his  prerogative  power  is  not  fufficient 
to  regulate  and  order  all  matters  of  go¬ 
vernment,  neceffary  for  their  peace  and 
fafety,  let  it  be  immediately  increafed  and 
ftrengthened  why  need  the  word:  method 

be 

*  The  form  of  government  in  moft  of  the  provinces,  is 
a  near  refemblance  of  the  Britifti  parliament,  (if  we  may 
compare  little  things  to  great.)  The  people  chufe  once  in 
feven  years  a  certain  number  to  reprefent  the  refpeflive 
t  counties,  who  raife  fupplies,  as  the  Commons  do  here.  The 
Governor  reprefenrs  iiis  Majefty,  and  can  nominate,  and 
With  his  Majefty’s  approbation,  appoint  a  certain  number 

of 
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be  firft  tried  ;  while  a  thoufand,  which  are 
eafy,  and  have  always  proved  fuccefsfu!, 
are  neglected  ?  Would  any  man,  in  his 
fenfes,  if  his  hand  or  foot  were  inflamed, 
firft  attempt  a  cure  by  violent  and  untried 
remedies,  which  might  very  probably  de- 
ftroy  the  limb,  perhaps  the  whole  body  j 

of  his  friends,  who  are  called  his  Council,  who,  like  the 
Lords,  compleat  the  legiflative  body.  All  their  laws  mull 
have  the  concurrence  of  this  whole  legillature,  and  after 
that  his  Majelly’s  own  approbation  to  make  them  valid  ; 
for  his  difapprobation  of  courfe  repeals  them :  hence  his 
majefly  has  the  fame  means  of  raifing  fupplies  in  the  co¬ 
lonies,  as  in  England,  or  Ireland.  The  Governor  for  the 
time  being,  is  likewife  High  Chancellor  of  the  province. 
Thus  it  is  evident,  the  people  have  no  other  power,  than 
that  of  giving  their  own  money,  and  have  the  fame  in¬ 
ducements  to  do  this  according  to  their  abilities,  as  we 
have  in  Britain,  nor  have  they  ever  once  refufed  contri¬ 
buting  molt  amply,  and  often  have  done  it  much  beyond 
their  abilities,  The  provinces  of  Rhode  Eland  and  Con¬ 
necticut  are,  by  charter,  much  upon  the  republican  princi¬ 
ples,  and  the  dignity  of  government  falls  far  fhort  of  what 
mip-ht  be  really  advantageous  towards  its  perfection,  vi¬ 
gour  and  fupport ;  efpecially  the  former,  but  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces  have  often  given  the  moft  ferious  proofs  of  their 
good  difpofition,  to  fhare  equally  in  all  the  burdens 
which  have  ever  attended  the  itate ;  and  fhould  they,  by 
a  contrary  conduCt,  ever  forfeit  their  privileges,  it  is 
then  time  enough  to  introduce  any  new  regulations.  I 
candidly. confefs  the  government  of  Rhode  Eland,  even 
now,  hands  in  need  of  fome  alterations  ;  and  the  leading 
people  of  the  province,  have  long  defired  it;  but  mult 
the  whole  empire  be  thrown  into  convulfions,  becauie  one 
little  povince  wants  regulating?  or  (hall  all  our  fubjeCts  in 
America  be  madeflaves,  becaufe  fome  few  fmugglers  in  this 
province  can  be  licentious. 


would 
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would  be  not  firft  try  lenitives ;  or,  if  lo¬ 
cal  applications  prove  not  effedtual,  would 
he  not  alter  his  regimen,  corredf  the  juices, 
and  fubmit  to  purify  the  whole  body,  ra¬ 
ther  than  lofe  fo  valuable  a  part  ? 

But  the  intention  of  this  letter  is  not  to 
controvert  the  Right  of  Parliament ;  it  is 
to  trace  the  defigns,  and  adtual  influence, 
which  our  enemies  gain  over  us,  by  work¬ 
ing  upon  our  paffions  and  prejudices  ;  flow¬ 
ing  the  feeds,  and  carefully  cultivating  the 
poifonous  weeds  of  jealoufy  and  diflcontent, 
in  every  heart,  capable  of  nourifhing  the 
curfed  plant ;  and  impofing  upon  the  un~ 
derftandings  of  thofle  among  us,  not  tho¬ 
roughly  acquainted  with  our  univerflal  in- 
terefts,  intimate  and  infeparable  connec¬ 
tions,  and  the  neceflky  of  preflerving  tlje 
whole  empire  free,  rich,  and  happy.  The 
meereft  nonfenfle  and  madnefs,  that  ever 
difgraced  common  flenfe  :  for  what  ?  but  to 

O 

divide  us  asrainft  ourfelves,  and  our  own 
natural  interefts  ;  the  only  method  by 
which  we  can  poflibly  be  deftroyed.  It 
becomes  us  therefore  to  watch  very  atten¬ 
tively,  left  fuch  men  lead  us  by  deluflons 
to  embrace  our  own  ruin,  in  bunting  fha- 
dows,  and  defining  words,  which,  if  de* 
fined  by  folemn  Adts  of  Parliament,  ever 
fo  clearly,  leave  the  heart  ftill  at  liberty 

to 


to  think  for  itfelf.  It  now  becomes  us  to 
enquire,  whether  there  be  ftill  any  grie¬ 
vous  laws  or  reftri&ions  upon  our  fubje&s, 
in  any  corner  of  the  earth  j  whether  it  is 
not  high  time  to  think  of  taking  off  the 
heavy  duty  on  foap  and  candles,  in  the 
feat  of  manufactures,  which  fubjeds  the 
labourer  to  infinite  inconveniencies,  and  of 
courfe  heightens  the  price  of  goods*.  Whe¬ 
ther  our  manufadures  decline  not,  from 
reftridive  laws,  and  injudicious  regula¬ 
tions,  ltill  remaining  in  our  plantations  ? 
whether  the  admiralty  courts,  as  they  are 
now  eftablifhed  there,  are  not  dangerous, 
oppreffive  traps,  to  the  faireft  trader  -j~  ? 

Whether 

*  ’Tis  well  known  that  in  the  country,  the  poor  labourer 
can’t  burn  oil,  or  even  rulhes;  to  work  through  the  even¬ 
ing,  without  profecution,  and  to  burn  candles,  he  can’t  af¬ 
ford  ;  hence  he  is  idle  for  many  hours  in  the  24*  We  raife 
and  keep  in  employ  a  great  number  of  feamen  in  catching 
whales ;  why  Ihould  not  the  confumption  of  oil  be  more 
univerfal,  fince  it  might  be  fo  very  beneficial  ? 

f  By  an  ad  taking  place,  the  29th  of  September,  1764, 
it  is  enaded,  that  in  cafe  any  fhip  belonging  to  our  plan¬ 
tations,  being  feized  by  our  men  of  war,  Sec.  are  flopped  by 
any  informer,  the  owner  of  the  faid  (hip  and  cargo,  though 
he  may  make  it  appear  fhe  is  on  a  free,  lawful  trade,  can 
have  no  appeal  to  any  court  whatfoever  for  juflice,  unlefs 
the  Judge  of  Admiralty  there  fhall  pleafe  to  give  him  a 
certificate,  declaring  that  there  was  no  probable  caufe  of 
detention  or  feizure,  &c.  nor  can  he  have  any  pofiible  re- 
drefis,  without  their  certificate,  though  his  cargo  may  have 
totally  pjriflied,  or  the  market  loll :  and  though  there  have 
been  hundreds  of  our  (hips,  on  a  lawful  trade,  thus  detain¬ 
ed,  pillaged  and  plundered,  fince  the  faid  ad  hasbeen  made;- 

yet- 
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Whether  fome  of  the  mod  important  of 
our  provinces  have  not  remonftrated,  and 
prayed,  for  an  extenfion  of  their  com¬ 
merce,  which  alone  enables  them  to  pay 
tor  our  manufactures  J  ?  Whether  the 
board  of  revenue,  ereCted  in  Bofton,  and 
the  money  collected  thereby,  to  take  upon 
ourfelves  the  fupport  of  all  the  civil  offi¬ 
cers'  of  government  in  America,  which 

yet  there  has  fcarcely  been  an  inftance,  where  fuch  certifi¬ 
cate  could  be  obtained  by  the  merchant.  One  Capt  Grant, 
who  was  lately  flattened  at  Antigua,  made  a  conllant  prac¬ 
tice  of  this  piracy,  plundered,  every  thing  he  met  with, 
did  once  keep  a  Bermudian  Hoop  in  tow  many  days,  for 
having  only  part  of  a  barrel  of  fugar  on  board  for  the  Tea¬ 
men,  while  they  were  lading  the  Hoop  with  fugar  at  Turks, 
iftands ;  infulted,  and  almoft  ftarved  the  Captain,  while  he 
kept  him  confined  on  board  his  fhip,  &c.  &c.  but  this  is 
only  one  of  his  piracies ;  the  whole  would  fill  a  volume. 
But  no  certificate  of  this  kind,  or  any  juftice  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  owners  of  this  veffel,  from  the  Admiralty 
Judge, 

%  The  merchants  of  New  York  and  Bofton,  no  longer 
iince  than  November,  1766,  petitioned  for  relief  in  their 
trade,  to  enable  them  to  encreafe  their  importations  of  our 
manufactures,  or  rather  their  ability  to  pay  for  them  ; 
but  the  very  English,  principal  merchants  who  traded 
there;  I  mean  the  committee  of  London  merchants,  did 
every  thing  todifcourage  its  fuccefs,  becaule  they  had  taken 
upon  themfelves,  not  long  before,  to  p  int  out  mcafures  of 
trade,  for  the  colonies  ;  and  were  greatly  offended,  becaule 
the  merchants  of  thofe  provinces  dare  tell  them  they  had 
blundered,  and  prefumed  to  know  the  ftate  of  their  own 
trade,  better  than  the  merchants  of  this  city.  The  wife 
chairman  of  this  body  of  merchants  was  one  of  the  men 
who  recommended  the  taking  a  way  the  paper  currency  hem 
our  colonies,  and  now;  as  warmly  recommends  reftoring  it, 
when  too  late  to  give  relief. 

they 
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they  themfelves  ufed  always  to  fupport,  is 
not  a  meafure,  which,  while  it  gives  un- 
ealinefs  to  our  colonifts,  burdens  ourfelves 
in  f  England  with  frefli  expences  ?  Whe¬ 
ther  laying  a  heavy  duty  upon  glafs,  and 
paper,  will  not  oblige  them  to  manufac-- 
ture  thofe  coarfe  articles  among  them¬ 
felves,  and  thereby  ruin  every  manufacturer 
of  thofe  goods  in  England  ?  Is  it  politi¬ 
cal  to  begin  with  loading  fueh  articles  of 
neceffity  firit  with  duties,  and  fuch  too  as 
are  ealiiy  made  in  America  ?  for  thofe 
grofs  kind  or  goods  demand  lefs  labour, 
and  will  flourilh,  where  manufactures  of 
luxury  cannot  poffibly  exift.  The  govern¬ 
ment  now  pay  a  bounty  of  three  (hillings 
per  pound  on  wrought  filks,  fent  to  the 
very  fame  place  ;  is  not  this  giving  money 
to  the  rich  and  extravagant,  who  wear 
lilks,  and  can  well,  or  ought  to  be  well 
able  to  pay  fomething  to  the  fupport  of 
government ;  and  at  the  fame  time  pinch¬ 
ing  the  poor  neceffitous  cottager,  by  de- 

\  # 

f  The  people  in  our  provinces  always  paid  their  gover¬ 
nors  and  judges  themfelves,  by  taxes  eaiy  to  themfelves  ; 
and  fhall  we  take  upon  us  to  fupport  them  at  the  expence 
of  our  trade  :  Their  laws  were  always  good,  and  in  the 
northern  colonies  were  in  general  well  executed  ;  their 
courts  ol  juflice  fupported  a  due  degree  of  dignity,  ar>d 
difputes  between  man  and  man  were  equitably  decided  . 
why  therefore  ihould  we  make,  theifo  Grange  innovations. 

nying 
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nymg  him  light,  while  he  may  have  /hel- 
ter  from  the  piercingcold  ?  Befides,  the  in- 
creafe  of  duty,  and  price,  upon  things  of 
luxury,  would  give  them  no  uneafinefs  or 
diftrefs ;  for,  whenever  they  have  ability 
to  pay  for  the  article,  they  will  think  it 
no  hardfhip  to  add  the  duty  ;  but  to  load 
the  moft  neceffary  articles  that  ever  go 
from  us,  they  think,  muft  be  looked  upon 
by  us,  whenever  we  confider  the  confe- 
quences  fully  ;  as  injudicious  ;  tending  to 
injure  our  own  manufactures  ;  transfer 
them  to  the  only  place  we  have  left  to  ex¬ 
port  them  to ;  difcourage  the  growing 
fettlements,  which,  as  they  extend  in  cul¬ 
tivation,  will  Hand  in  a  proportionable 
neceffity  of  our  manufactures  ;  whereas, 
their  confinement  mutt  drive  them  to 
the  refource  of  manufacturing  ;  the  eter¬ 
nal  confequences  of  want  of  land.  Some 
may  imagine,,  perhaps,  for  fome  men 
have  very  fruitful,  though  very  ffiallovv 
imaginations,  that  we  mull  oblige  them  to 
confume  our  manufactures ;  but°thofe  who 
know  any  thing  of  the  matter,  will  tell 
you,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  oblige  any 
people,  again  ft  their  inclination,  to  wear 
iuperfine  cloth,  drink  beer,  eat  cheefe,  lay 
out  every  Shilling  in  their  poffeffion  for 
jewels,  ribbons,  and  the  innumerable  fa- 

E  2  fhionable 
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lino nable  trinkets  we  fend  to  them  Is 
it  not  necefl'ary  to  enquire,  whether  the 
noife  and  difpute  about  the  right  of  taxing 
America,  and  the  efforts  to  do  it,  is  not  a 
difpute  between  the  power  ot  adminiftra- 
tion,  who  want  to  feed  their  dependants 
on  the  riches  of  America  ;  and  the  future 
increafe  and  flourifhing  of  our  manufac¬ 
tures,  on  which  depends  our  commerce, 
grandeur,  and  freedom  ?  Or,  in  other 
words,  whether  we  (hall,  in  future,  have 
a  mod  advantageous  trade  with  our  colo¬ 
nies,  in  which,  as  it  increafes,  they  muft 
of  neceffity  fhare  our  burdens  ;  or  whe¬ 
ther  a  few  men  in  power  (hall  command 
their  wealth  and  our  own  (it  is  infepara- 
ble)  by  laying  frefh  taxes  upon,  and  cre¬ 
atine  new  offices  among  them  ?  For  I 

X 

*  Manufactures  are  built  upon  poverty  and  want  of  land ; 
$ur  only  method  is  therefore  to  encourage  the  extenfion,  and 
fpreading  of  our  fubjeCrs  as  much  as  poffible,  and  encou¬ 
rage  fuch  raw  mate  ials  as  we  want  for  our  manufactures  ; 
an<|  in  the  fame  proportion,  as  they  have  increafed  in  their 
importations  of  our  goods  (which  is  beyond  all  belief  to 
ilrapgers,)  fo  they  will  continue  to  do,  till  their  demands 
are  more  than  all  our  exports,  if  oppreffion  does  not  pre¬ 
vent  them.  The  article  of  pot-afh  fhevvs  how  much  be¬ 
nefit  we  may  expeCt  from  America  ;  for  when,  they  fir  ft 
began  to  make  it  there,  the  price  was  65  1.  per  ton, 
which  was  paid  by  England  to  foreigners,  chiefly  in  cafti ; 
and  novV  we  have  it,  equally  good,  from  America,  at  30  1. 
per  ton,  all  paid  for  in  our  manufactures  _  Juft  fo  we 
might  fooiv  have  the  command  of  hemp,  iron,  or  any 
important  material  wanted  for  our  manufactures. 

muft 


(  29  ) 

muft  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  this  late 
adt,  difcouraging  forne  of  our  moft_  im¬ 
portant  manufadtures,  and  which  fo  juftly 
alarms  our  fellow- fubjedts  in  America,  was 
formed  by,  and  arole  entirely  from,  the 
leaven  of  that  power,  which  before  brought 
us  to  fuch  unhappy  circumftances  -j~. — 
That  this  man,  though  juftly  banifhed 
from  his  Majefty’s ,  immediate  employ¬ 
ment,  finds  means  yet  to  divide  and  dif- 
tradl,  and  almoft  deftroy  the  power  and 
reputation  of  thefe  great  kingdoms ;  that 
he  purfues  the  defigns  of  our  enemies  with 
fuccefs,  and  ftill  blows  up  the  fparks  of 
prejudice  into  a,  dangerous  flame  j  let  us 
enquire,  how  it  came  to  pais,  that  the 
Judges  in  our  colonies  are  ftill  fo  to¬ 
tally  dependant  on  the  Governors,  for  their 
commifiion  and  fupport ;  and  why  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  Adi  of  Settlement  fhould  not 

extend  to  the  rnoft  diftant  fubjedl.  His 

r  * 

f  The  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  confefled  to 
fome  of  his  friends,  that  he  had  promifed  the  Gentle  Shep¬ 
herd,  before  he  was  Chancellor,  that  he  would  endeavour  to 
lay  an  aft  upon  America,  which  would  fo  far  refembie  the 
Stamp  aft,  as  to  anfwerthe  fame  purpofes.  Thus  you  fee 
the  fame  influence  prevailed.  He  was  the  father  of  the 
fecond  child,  who  though  born  with  fmoother  features, 
and  weaker  limbs,  yet  may  in  time  become  as  juflly  formi¬ 
dable,  and  contaminate  the  whole  nation.  Men  who  are 
fired  with  the  true  fpirit  of  old  Englilh  freedom,  fhould  in 
the  fame  manner  as  they  did  to  the  former,  blaft  its  life  m 
infancy. 

.  Majefty, 
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Majefty,  immediately  upon  his  fuccefiion 

to  the  throne,  gave  a  moft  finking  in- 
nance  of  his  inclination  to  fupport  this 
independency  ;  and  ordered,  that  the  pen¬ 
nons,  which  ufually  went  with  the  of¬ 
fice,  fhould  be  fixed  to  them  immoveable. 
Tis  clear,  therefore,  that  the  Minifter,  not 

his  Majefiy,  defired  the  continuance  of 
this  dpendence. 

Let  us  no  longer  be  deceived  by  the 
arts  of  our  enemies,  or  by  any  wicked 
raimfiei,  influenced  by  them,  who  pre¬ 
tends,  that  our  colonies  pay  no  taxes.  If 
nis  motives  are  wicked,  he  ought  to  be 
banifhed  for  his  principles ;  if  honeft,  he 
ought  to  be  defpifed  for  his  profound  ig¬ 
norance,  or  inability.  Doefi  thou  not 
know,  thou  fhort-fighted  creature,  that 
our  line  of  Britifh  colonies  import  one 
third  of  all  our  exports  of  Britifh  manu¬ 
factures  ;  that  they  have,  by  law,  no  other 
market  to  purchafe  at,  nor  inclination  to 
wear,  or  confume,  any  other  manufactures 
than  Britifh  ;  that  they  fo  far  excel  us, 
living  in  England,  in  tafte  and  conduct,  as 
to  confume  no  foreign  manufactures'*; 

and, 

*  *  Tis  well  known  that  through  the  courfe  of  the  late 
war,  when  everyday  captures  were  made,  and  prizes  brought 
into  our  colonies,  loaded  with  French  manufactures  ;  that 
thofe  mariuta&ures  were  generally  iold  at  public  auClion 

for 


t 


(  31  ) 

and,  where  our  fubjeCis  in  North  America 
con  fume  twenty  Shillings  value  of  French 
manufactures,  we,  who  live  here  in  Eng¬ 
land,  con  fume  a  million’s  worth  of  the 
meereft  trinkets,  or  articles  of  the  molt 
depraved  lafhions,  that  can  be  brought  into 
ufe  ? — Doeft  thou  not  know,  that  ir  his 
Majefty’s  faithful  lubjeCts  (I  will  now  call 
them)  take  off  one  third  of  our  manufac¬ 
tures  exported,  that  they  fupport,  under 
every  tax,  and  at  the  fame  time  increafe 
the  fortune,  of  every  third  manufacturer 
through  the  kingdoth,  who  works  for  ex¬ 
port  ;  that  the  manufacture,  let  it  be  what 
it  will,  pays  the  labourer  his  wages,  with 
all  his  taxes  included  in  it  But  where 
does  he  get  the  money,  but  from  the  in- 

for  half  the.price,  which  fiich  goods  mull  have  coll  in  Eng¬ 
land;  that  they  were  purcha  ed  by  merchants  who  traded 
to  the  foreign  markets,  and  exported  thither  by  them,  and 
not  conlamed  by  any  of  our  inhabitants,  who  defpifed  them 
becaufe  they  were  French,  and  not  agreeable  to  their  take 
and*  falhions.  N.  B.  they  are  allowed  certain  manufac¬ 
tures  which  may  pollibly  be  called  foreign,  but  they  are 
importative  only  through  England. 

f  If  the  manufadturer,  while  employed  in  the  manufac¬ 
ture,  eats  bread,  he  pays  the  land  tax,  for  the  price  of 
bread  is  higher  on  that’account ;  if  he  drinks  beer,  he  pays 
the  duty  on  beer  and  malt ;  if  he  drinks  tea,  he  pays  the 
duty  on  that  article  ;  if  he  lives  in  a  houfe,  he  pays  the 
Window  tax  ;  and  if  he  wears  Ihoes,  he  pays  the  tax  upon 
leather,  all  which  raife  the  price,  and  are  included  in  the 
manufacture,  and  is  repaid  to  the  manufadturer  by  the 
confumer. 

F  dull  rious 
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duflrious  farmer  in  America,  who  imports 
and  pays  for  the  cloth,  dockings,  {hoes, 
buttons,  linens,  furniture,  or  any  other 
article  whatever.  What  can  therefore 
force  us  info  fuch  madnefs,  as  to  difcou- 
rage  this  trade,  or  prevent,  for  a  moment, 
giving  every  encouragement  that  can  be 
devifed  to  increal'e  it  ;  for  it  is  the  very 
balls  of  our  wealth,  drength,  and  great- 


nefs. 

i 

The  following  Letters,  prefented  not 
long  fince  to  a  noble  Lord,  by  an  old,  firm, 
deady  friend  to  the  conftitution,  whole 
abilities  enabled  him  to  make  the  cleared 
obfervadons,  upon  many  years  great  expe¬ 
rience,  will  confirm  this  opinion. 


LETTER  I. 

c  My  Lord, 

*  There  are  three  things,  in  which  I 
4  wou!d  be  more  particular  than  l  could 
4  be  in  the  fbort  hints  I  fetv  your  Lord- 
4  fhip,  and  without  an  intention  to  reflcel 
4  on  any  one  minider,  as  I  am  ignorant 
4  who  were  the  authors  of  the  late  mea- 
4  fin  es,  jud  delineate  them,  as  they  lie  in 
4  my  own  mind,  for  ycur  Lorddiip’s  con- 
6  fideradon. 


t 
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*  The  popular  cry  was,  That  as  we  had 
4  been  at  a  great  expence  to  drive  away 
4  the  French,  and  fave  the  Americans,  it 
c  was  but  reafonable  they  fhould  reiund 

*  part  of  that  expence. 

‘  This  pretence  took  with  many  un- 

*  thinking  people,  who  did  not  confider, 
4  that  wherever  the  enemy  made  their 
4  ftrongeft  efforts,  there  the  grand  expence 
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would  arife. 

£  Suppofe  thin  effort  had  been  made  in 
any  other  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions  j 
for  inffance,  had  they  landed  in  Scot¬ 
land,  and  made  a  rapid  progrefs,  as  they 
did  in  the  late  rebellion  ;  would  you, 
after  the  war  was  over,  have  taxed  all 
the  counties  from  which  they  were  dri¬ 
ven,  with  any  new  tax,  to  refund  that 
particular  expence,  on  thofe  who,  during 
the  courfe  of  the  war,  furnifhed  a  rea¬ 
fonable  quota  both  of  men  and  money, 
exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoft,  and 
our  whole  expence  centered  again  in 
England  ;  as  all  the  money  fpent  on  our 
fleet,  and  in  our  colonies,  certainly  did  i 
Doth  not  fuch  a  demand  appear  very 
abfurd  ?  Was  not  this  expence  incurred 
to  preferve  his  Majeffy’s  dominions,  and 
preferve  our  trade,  as  well  as  fecure  A- 
merican  property,  and  thereby  fecure 

F  a  *  our 
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‘  our  own,  fo  intimately  connected  with 
‘  them  ? 

What  fums  have,  the  laft  war,  been 
expended  to  preferve  Hanover,  (which 
nevei  return  to  Great  Britain  more) ;  do 
you,  now  the  war  is  over,  make  a  de- 

*  mand  on  them,  or  any  other  of  the  Ger- 

*  man  Princes,  for  faving  them  from  the 
c  ravage  of  the  French  ? 

c  Why  then  fhould  our  infant  colonies, 
c  labouring  under  their  feveral  provincial 
‘  debts,  contracted  for  the  common  caule, 
c  and  who  furnifhed  men  for  every  expe- 

*  dition,  be  tingled  out,  and  loaded  with 

*  fuch  a  burthen  ?  a  burthen  far  fuperior 
1  to  their  ability !  a  burthen  which  will 

*  eventually  terminate  on  England ;  which 

*  every  merchant  connected  with  Ame- 

*  rka,  and  the  thoufands  of  manufacturers 
i  employed  by  thofe  merchants,  muft  alfo 

*  feel ;  under  which  they  wall  groan,  and 
5  by  which  they  will  be  ruined. 

‘  Another  thing  is,  fending  troops  to 

*  defend  America;  which, .  indeed,  has  a 

*  great  appearance  of  care  over  them,  but 
1  really  is  as  abfurd  as  it  is  needlefs.  To 
£  fend  regular  troops  to  a  people,  who  in 
4  a  former  war  not  only  defended  them- 
£  fel  vee,  but  fitted  out  an  expedition,  which 
1  fucceeded  in  taking  the  French  capital 

*  fortrefs 
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fortrefs  of  Louifburgh,  and  thereby  fur- 
nifhed  their  mother-country  with  a  pre¬ 
mium  to  purchafe  peace. 

‘  A  people  who,  in  the  laff  war,  with¬ 
out  any  regular  troops  to  aflifl:  them,  de¬ 
feated  the  French  regulars  under  De- 
fkow  ;  and,  had  they  been  timely  fup- 
ported,  would  have  drove  the  French  out 
of  Canada,  without  that  heavy  expence 
which  is  now  complained  of,  and  Ame¬ 
rica  called  on  to  refund  ;  an  expence 
which  was  chiefly  occafioned  by  the  fu- 
pine  negle<5t  and  timid  efforts  of  the  mi¬ 
ni  if  ry  of  her  mother-country,  which 
gave  the  French  time  to  pour  in  troops 
on  the  continent  of  America. 

* '  Can  this  people,  with  nothing  but  In¬ 
dians  behind  them,  from  whom  they 
have  defended  themfelves  an  hundred 
years,  when  French  regulars  are  entirely 
removed  from  the  continent,  have  any 
occafion  for  regular  troops  to  defend 
them  ?  If  they  are  not  neceffary,  it  is 
creating  a  large  expence,  to  carry  and 
fupport  an  ufelefs,  nay,  I  am  forry  to  fay, 
a  diffolute  fet  of  men,  to  live  in  idlenefs 
among  them,  and  deprave  the  manners 
of  the  people,  which  is  of  no  fmall  im¬ 
portance  in  infant  colonies,  where  the 
utmofl:  induflry  is  neceffary  to  their  own 

4  well- 
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well-being,  and  their  utility  to  their 
mother-country. 

‘  If  the  calling  on  the  Americans  to  re¬ 
fund  expences  negledt  and  timidity  oc- 
cafioned,  and  expences  which  arofe  for 
the  defence  of  his  Majefty’s  dominions, 
and  the  fecurity  of  our  commerce  •,  and  if 
regular  troops  are  not  neceffary  for  the 
defence  of  that  people,  the  whole  fyftem 
of  levying  taxes  falls  to  the  ground,  and 
there  is  no  pretence  for  doing  of  it,  in 
violation  of  their  charters,  charters  that 
will  ever  be  held  facred  by  all  true  Eng- 
lifhmen,  efpecially  by  thole  whofe  fore¬ 
fathers  fled  into  the  wildernefs,  to  avoid 
the  intolerable  oppreffion,  and  arbitraiy 
power  of  the  faitblefs  Stuarts,  who  look¬ 
ed  upon  the  peoples  charters  as  wafte- 
paper. 

‘  It  appears,  the  late  miniftry  were  de¬ 
termined  to  load  America  with  taxes, 
without  any  regard  to  their  charters  ; 
this,  they  mud  needs  think,  would  fit 
hard  on  a  brave  and  free  people,  whofe 
liberties,  inviolably  maintained,  would  al¬ 
ways  occafion  an  acceflion  of  people  to 
cultivate  our  extenfive  acquilitions,  as 
well  as  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  Cana¬ 
dians  to  an  Englifh  government.  Taxes 
would,  I  fay,  lit  hard  on  them,  efpc- 

‘  daily 
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*  daily  fuch  as  would  impoverifh  the  whole 

*  country,  occalion  great  difcontent  and 
‘  animofity  ;  therefore,  to  flifle  the  popular 
4  odium,  and  the  ferment  of  above  a  million 
1  of  an  oppreffed  people,  and  not  for  their 
4  defence,  land  forces  were  neceffary  to  be 

*  quartered  among  them,  and  cruifers  on 
4  their  coafl,  to  prevent  illicit  trade  •,  but, 

4  in  reality,  to  keep  the  colonies  in  awe, 

*  and  carry  into  execution  the  oppreffive 
4  meafures,  which  fome  people  have  fpoke 
‘  out  ;  ‘The  Colonies  are  growing  rich  and 
4  powerful ,  andmujl  be  kept  under  y  which, 
4  I  believe,  your  Lordfhip  has  heard. 

4  How  abfurd  is  this  ?  Doth  not,  and 
4  will  not,  all  the  riches  and  power  of  the 
4  colonies  centre  in  England,  and  make 
4  us  rich  and  powerful  ?  has  it  not  really 
4  done  fo  already  ?  On  the  contrary,  if  you 
4  ffunt  the  growth  of  the  colonies,  don’t 
4  you  hurt  yourielves  ?  Is  giving  the  dead 
4  palfey  to  the  limbs,  the  way  to  promote 
4  the  health  of  the  body  ? 

4  Whatever  fallacious  reafoning  may  be 
4  urged,  there  is  a  mutual  intereft  between 
4  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  which 
4  will  ever  unite  them ;  while  fentiments 
4  of  liberty  prevail,  and  are  purlued,  and 
4  the  monfler,  Qppreffion,  banifhed  from 
4  the  heart  and  head  of  an  Englilh  mini- 

4  dry, 
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*  ftry,  and  they  add  in  charadder  as  Eng- 
'  *  lifhmen. 

‘  Here  is  a  continental  conneddion,wcrth 
c  maintaining  and  cultivating  ;  which,  if 

*  duly  improved,  will  furnifh  us  with  the 

‘  trealures  of  the  South,  and  the  neceftaries 
»  * 

(  of  the  North ;  that  riches  and  power, 

*  which  alone  can  fecure  us,  by  a  Family 

*  Compact  of  our  own,  which  will  bid  de- 
‘  fiance  to  the  Compadd  of  Popifh  Powers. 

£  The  laid  thing  I  fhall  trouble  your 
€  Lordfhip  with,  at  prefent,  is  the  equity 
c  of  our  taxing  America  ;  which  I  will 
£  fairly  ftate  as  it  lies  in  my  mind. 

c  All  the  colonies  but  Georgia,  and  No- 

*  va  Scotia,  were  originally  fettled  by  per- 

*  fons  drove  from  their  native  country,  in 

*  thofe  reigns  which,  by  oppreflion,  ftain- 

*  ed  the  glory  of  Britain  ;  though,  by  the 
4  like  oppreffive  meafures,  (he  was  fup- 

*  plied  with  manufacturers  from  the  neigh- 
4  bouring  continent,  to  our  unfpeakable 
4  advantage. 

*  Yet,  oppreffion  was  fo  much  the  tafte 

*  of  thofe  times,  that  it  drove  out  a  num- 

*  ber  of  the  King’s  fubjedds,  who  took 
4  fhelter  in  a  defart,  that  they  might  enjoy 
4  their  civil  and  religious  liberties,  uncon- 
4  trouled  and  unmolefled.  They  were 

then  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  under  no  civil 

4  govern- 
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*  government  but  what  they  formed  them* 
4  felves,  when  they  had  eftablifhed  their 

*  feveral  fettlements,  out  of  regard  to  their 

*  mother-country,  they  fent  home  their 
«  feveral  agents,  to  tender  their  new  ac- 
‘  quifitions  to  their  mother- country,  on 

*  certain  conditions  then  agreed  on  by  the 
4  feveral  parties,  and  ratified  by  their  re- 

*  fpedfive  charters,  which  they  looked  on 
‘  as  facred,  and  make  their  boaft  of,  like 
4  our  Magna  Charta  of  England. 

4  If  you  confider  the  thoufands  that 

*  have  been  expended  in  fettling  Georgia, 

*  and  Nova  Scotia,  you  will  better  judge 
4  of  the  merit  of  the  other  colonies,  which 
‘  fettled  themfelves,  without  any  expence 
4  to  their  mother-country.  Without  fuch 
4  a  furrender,  therefore.  Great  Britain 
4  could  have  no  pretence  to  any  authority 
4  over  them  ;  for  the  right  was  founded 
4  in  compact ;  and  the  fame  compadt  that 
£  gives  Great  Britain  any  rightful  autho- 
4  rity  over  them,  fecures  the  privileges  fti- 
‘  pulated  in  that  compact ;  which  is,  the 
* file  right  of  taxing  themfelves,  by  their 
‘  own  reprefentatives  ;  in  which  all  the 
4  charters  agree,  however  in  other  cir- 
4  cumftances  they  may  differ ;  therefore, 
4  any  attempt  to  break  in  upon  their  char- 
4  ters,  mult  meet  with  the  fame  recep- 
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tion  from  them,  as  an  Englifh  miniffy 
would  find  from  a  violation  of  our  Mag¬ 
na.  Charta ;  can  you  wonder  then  at  any 
thing  that  has  happened  in  Virginia,  or 
any  of  the  other  provinces,  by  invedtives 
againfl  a  miniftry  that  violates  their 
Magna  Charta ,  and  deprives  them  of  the 
privileges  of  Englifhmen  ?  an  army, 
therefore,  is  neceffary  to  carry  fuch* mea¬ 
sures  into  execution,  though  not  neceffa¬ 
ry  for  the  peoples  defence. 

*  It  was  always  the  ambition  and  glory 
of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover  to  maintain  the 


privileges  of  Englifhmen  inviolable  $  and 
it  will  be  a  Handing  mark  of  infamy  on 
any  minifter  who  ftains  that  glory,  by 
the  leaf!  violation  of  them  in  America. 


‘  I  fubmit  to  your  Lordfhip’s  determi¬ 
nation,  which  is  his  Majefty’s  intereif ; 
to  rule  in  the  hearts  of  a  free  people  in 
America,  as  well  as  in  England  •,  or,  by 
deftroying  their  medium  of  commerce, 
which  they  have  found  ufeful  for  above 
an  hundred  years,  and  by  laying  bur¬ 
thens  upon  them,  which  they  cannot  but 
look  upon  as  adts  of  arbitrary  power ■, 
which  makes  them  flaves,  in  Head  of 
Englifhmen  ? 

*  If  at  any  time  there  is  a  necefijty  of 
railing  money  from  the  colonies,  let  it 

‘  be 
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be  intimated  by  the  feveral  Governors  to 
their  refpedtive  Affemblies  ;  as  was  annu¬ 
ally  the  cafe  during  the  war ;  it  will  be 
chearfully  done  ;  and  preferve  that,  na¬ 
tural  deep  veneration  and  love  which 
they  bear  their  King  and  mother-coun¬ 
try. 

‘If  the  fads  reprefented  to  your  Lord- 
fhip  appear  evident,  and  the  reafoning 
juft,  their  importance  will  apologize  for 
this  great  freedom  taken  with  your 
Lordihip,  in  opening  the  unreferved  fen- 
timents  of.  My  Lord, 

*  Your  Lordfhip’s  moft  obedient, 

‘  Humble  Servant. 

% 

November,  1 765. 


LETTER  II. 

*  My  Lord, 

c  It  is  now  received,  as  an  undoubted 
propofidon,  that  the  ftrength,  riches,  and 
influence  of  Great  Britain,  depend  upon 
commerce  :  whatever  therefore  dimi¬ 
nishes  our  commerce,  muft  impoverifh 
and  weaken  our  national  influence. 

‘  Our  commerce  has  been  greatly  cur¬ 
tailed  in  moft  parts  of  bur  ope  ;  and  we 
have  therefore  only  our  connection  with 

G  2  ‘  America 
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America  to  truft  to,  as  the  fource  of 
our  ilrength,  riches,  and  felicity.  Every 
thing,  therefore,  that  interrupts  and 
weakens  the  mutual  confidence  which 
has  been  remarkable  tor  a  hundred  years 
pad;  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colo¬ 
nies,  mud  enfeeble  the  ftrength,  and  di- 
mi  niffi  the  riches  of  this  country. 
c  d  he  advantages  to  be  drawn  from  our 
American  colonies,  muft  arife,  not  from 
taxes  of  any  kind,  but  from  extending 
our  trade.  Whatever  meafure  ftraitens  - 
and  cramps  our  trade,  can  never  be  com- 
penfated  by  any  taxation  ;  nor  can  any 
thing  be  an  equivalent  for  the  decay  of 
that  mutual  harmony,  and  friendly  inter- 
courfe,  which  are  the  neceffary  cement 
of  our  trade  with  them. 

4  So  deep  a  fear  was  made  by  the  late 
Stamp  Ad:,  as  is  not  yet  entirely  healed- 
Making  any  freffi  wounds  in  our  com¬ 
merce,  if  perfifted  in,  mull  unavoidably 
occafion  painful  fenfations,  not  only  in 
America  but  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  be  felt 
not  merely  by  the  merchants,  but  by 
every  manufacturer  with  whom  they  are 
connected  ;  and  no  one  corner  of  the 
kingdom  will  cfeape  the  baneful  influ¬ 
ence.  To  put  any  difficulties  on  our 
American  trade,  vyiil  inevitably  dimmilh 

‘  our 
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our  exports  to  that  country,  from  their 
inability  to  pay  the  merchants  for  the 
manufactures  imported  by  them  ;  which 
inability  will  be  the  fame,  whether  the 
people  in  America  refolve  to  take  goods, 
or  not.  The  Governors  and  Judges  be¬ 
ing  independent  on  the  people,  which 
mult  render  the  courfe  of  juttice  preca¬ 
rious,  will  be  a  further  difcouragement 
to  trade,  and  will  raife  freth,  in  the  minds 
of  the  Americans,  the  evils  that  attended 
fuch  a  meafure,  when  their  fore-fathers 

left  this  their  native  country. 

«<* 

*  When  the  merchants  dare  no  longer 
venture  their  fubdance  on  fuch  uncer¬ 
tainties,  the  Americans  will  be  under  the 
neceffity  of  ufing  their  own  manufac¬ 
tures,  though  contrary  to  their  prefent 
tafte  and  inclination.  To  prevent  them 
purfuing  this  only  refource  and  remedy, 
muff  be  the  mod.  manifed  injudice,  and 
as  abfurd  as  to  make  a  law  obligina: 
them  to  go  naked. 

‘  The  only  method  to  fecure  our  mu¬ 
tual  intereds,  and  effectually  prevent  the 
Americans  thinking  ferioufly  of  manu¬ 
factures,  mud  be  to  encourage  cultivat¬ 
ing  their  lands,  and  extending  their  com¬ 
merce,  and  thereby  enabling  them  to  pay 
for  the  various  merchandizes  of  Great 

‘  Britain, 
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4  Britain,  which  at  prefen t  lie  on  hand 
‘  for  want  of  a  market,  and  will  leave  - 
£  thoufands  of  our  poor  unemployed,  ripe 
4  for  tumults  and  confufion. 

‘  I  fubmit  to  your  Lord  flip’s  fuperior 
1  judgement,  it  any  fum  of  money,  raifed 
c  by  taxes,  can  compenfate  the  evils  which 

*  muft  inevitably  follow  difcouraging  a 
‘  trade,  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  a 

*  year,  which  employs  a  hundred  thcufand 

*  hands,  who  are  already  in  the  greateft 

*  diffref,  through  the  dearnefs  of  provi- 

*  f  ons ;  and  whofe  diftrefies,  before  the 

*  winter  is  out,  may  make  them  defperate, 

*  as  well  as  lofing  the  confidence  and 

*  efleem  of  two  millions  of  the  mofi:  loyal 

*  fubjedts  in  his  Majefty’s  dominions, whofe 

*  affedtion  for  their  mother-country  is 
4  ftrong  and  natural.  1  am, 

*  Your  Lordfhip’s  dutiful, 

‘  and  obedient  Servant.’ 
January,  1768. 

I  know,  every  candid,  independant  man, 
who  reads,  is  fully  convinced  of  the  good- 
nefs  of  the  meafures  here  pointed  out  : 
we  are  now  all  of  opinion  y  for  our  in- 
terefts,  and  path  of  proceedings,  are  as 
plain  and  clear  as  fubftances  and  lhadows 
by  funfhine.  Our  difficulty  remains,  to 

fix 
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fix  upon  the  proper  perfons  who  have  ho- 
nefly  and  firmnefs  enough  to  lead  ;  for 
there  are  fo  many  little  fons  of  Cerberus, 
who  mull  have  a  fop,  or  will  otherways 
bark  up  our  fears,  jealoufies,  phantoms, 
and  apparitions ;  that  our  greatefl  men  are 
either  afraid  of,  or  in  doubt,  whether  there 
is  a  poilibility  of  oppofing  them  with  fuc- 
cefs,  though  fupported  with  the  immedi¬ 
ate  intereft  of  the  wide  extended  empire. 
All  I  will  venture  to  recommend,  is  to 
hold  the  man,  who  has  thus  blundered,  or 
wilfully  plunged  us  into  fo  many  difficul¬ 
ties,  in  the  higheft  contempt ;  and  let  the 
conduct  of  thofe  who  are  in  power,  point 
out  their  fitnefs  for  office,  by  confulting 

the  intereft  of  the  kingdom,  united. - - 

Difficulties  !  did  I  fay ;  I  fear  a  few  months 
more  will  enable  me  to  fay,  Deftruttion  ! 
Be  not  deceived  ;  there  are  falfe  fpirits, 
delufions,  and  herefies  in  politics,  as  well 
as  in  religion.  He  who  tells  you,  the  con- 
ftitution  goes  on  with  vigour,  lyes  ;  the 
extremities  are  now  perilling;  muft  not 
the  pain  foon  reach  the  heart  ?  can  the 
hand  or  foot  be  mortified,  without  danger 
to  the  whole  body  ?  ffiould  not  the  blood, 
which  nouriffies  the  vital  part,  run  pure 
to  the  diftant  limbs,  and  receive  no  con¬ 
tamination  by  the  way  ?  the  phyfician 

who 
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who  thinks  otherways,  is  a  mad-man  or 
a  quack.  The  ftatefman,  who  fuffers  fla- 
very  and  oppression  to  reft  on  any  corner 
of  the  kingdom,  is  to  be  difplaced,  as  ut¬ 
terly  unworthy  the  important  truft,  either 
for  want  of  fenfe  or  honefty.  But,  from 
the  fell  influence  of  our  enemies,  or  former 
Prime  State  Blunderer,  this  is  our  dreadful 
and  unhappy  lituation.  Our  colonies  are 
under  moil  fevere  reftridtions  and  dep ref- 
lions  ;  their  lands  are  daily  felling,  to  dil- 
charge  their  debts  to  England  ;  their  own 
internal  provincial  debts  inlupportable  ; 
their  credit  lofl  ;  their  agriculture  declin¬ 
ing,  for  want  of  markets  +,  which  the 

laws 

f  ’Tis  our  bufinefs  to  fupply3  if  poflible,  all  the  foreign 
iflands  in  the  Well-Indies,  from  America,  with  filh,  lumber. 
Hour,  live  Hock,  provisions  of  all  kinds;  and  at  the  fame 
time  puhi  off  among  the  inhabitants  as  many  Britilh  ma¬ 
rt  ufa&ures  as  pohible  :  This  they  endeavour  to  prevent  ; 
becaufe,  in  proportion  to  our  ihare,  the  fupplies  they 
would  otherways  have  from  their  mother  llate,  to  whom 
the  iflands  belong,  mull  be  diminilhed;  likewife  every  hand¬ 
ful  of  their  produce,  which  we  get  in  return,  leflens  foreign 
navigation  ;  but  there  is  an  ealy  method  to  elude  all  their 
vigilance,  which  is  to  make  free-ports,  entirely  free,  as  St. 
Euilatia  is  to  the  Dutch,  without  a  cullom-houfe-officer’s 
ever  having  power  to  meddle  with  the  planter,  who  conics 
to  barter  his  produce  thefe  ports  fliould  be  as  near  as  pofl- 
fible  to  the  iflands,  with  whom  we  want  to  trade,  and  vail 
care  fliould  be  taken  to  encourage  the  planter  to  come  to 
them  ;  for  when  our  flups  attempt  to  load  at  thole  foreign 
iflands,  they  are  immediately  liable  to  total  confifcation, 
&c.  &c.  and  the  men  to  imprifonment.  A  late  admimilra- 

tion,  did  wifely  to  open  Dominica  and  Jamaica;  but  I  ima¬ 
gine 
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laws  of  England  forbid  ;  their  principal 
inhabitants  removing  from  a  loathfome, 
idle  town,  or  fea-port,  retiring  into  the  de¬ 
fart,  to  live  in  a  ftate  of  nature ;  their  fea- 
men  left  to  feek  employment  in  foreign 
fhips  (which,  as  they  are  their  home,  foon 
unites  them  to  the  foreign  ftate  to  which 
the  fhips  belong ;)  their  Courts  of  Admi¬ 
ralty  dangerous  to  the  little  remains  of 
commerce,  now  fcarce  fufficient  to  feed 
the  idle  drones  placed  in  them  ;  their 
Courts  of  Record,  at  the  arbitrary  c®m- 
inand  and  controul  of  hungry,  imperious 
Governors  *  ;  threatened  with  hireling 

gine  they  could  not  make  the  former  free  enough  for  want 
of  proper  fupport  in  adopting  the  meafure.  Penfecola 
fhould  have  been  opened  to  receive  the  trade  of  Cuba,  and 
Spanifti  Mexico,  and  Turks  id  an ds  for  Hifpaniola ;  and 
every  fhip  employed  in  this  trade  would  be  an  additional 
ftrength  to  the  Englifh  navigation  built  upon  the  decline  of 
foreigners,  who  mud  lofe  the  advantages  of  navigation 
with  the  produce  :  but  what  can  we  expert  of  this  nature, 
ilnce  our  lords  of  trade  write  diftertations  again  ft  trade, 
(miftaking  the  thing  itfelf  for  its  bad  management)  and 
endeavour  to  prove  it  is  our  ruin. 

*  A  few  months  fince,  a  perfon  was  taken  in  the  ftrects 
of  New-York,  and  committed  to  the  Guard-houfe,  without 
offering  the  lead:  infult  to  the  military,  or  any  one  elfe. 
The  mayor  of  the  city,  being  informed  thereof,  went  next 
day  and  demanded  him  to  be  delivered  to  the  civil  magif- 
tracy  ;  but  governor  M.  anfwered  him,  that  he  fhould  not 
be  delivered,  but  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  ciiy  fhould 
have  more  and  more  regiments  quartered  upon  them,  and 
if  they  complained  then,  they  fhould  have  chains :  this  is 
aliened  by  every  gentleman  lately  from  thence. 
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troops ;  fubjeftcd  to  the  courts  and  deci- 
fions  oi  hive  Revenue  Commiffioners  ^  ; 
reprefented  as  rebels  to  the  State,  for  re¬ 
filling  the  (hackles  of  flavery  ;  called  raf- 
cais,  and  unjuft  villains,  becaufe  difenabled 
to  pay  their  debts.  Under  thefe  unhappy 
and  defperate  circumftances,  fome  may, 
perhaps,  expect  they  will  be  forced  to 
open  violence.  No  doubt,  our  enemies,  i 
the  trench,  long  to  fee  them  drove  to  that 
dreadful  extremity,  and  our  fwords  drawn 
againft  ourfelves  ;  and  this  would  have 
been  the  cafe,  two  years  ago,  had  we  fol- 

+  One  of  thofe  C— — — s  was  a  furvevor  and  fearcher 

m- - ,  who — --tiiegovernmentoutofahandfome  fortune, 

if  we  may  believe  common  report,  while  he  returned  little  or 
no  money  to  the  proper  officer  ;  another  was  appointed  col¬ 
lector  of  a  neighbouring  province,  where  he  likewife  made 
hay  by.funfhine ;  for  he  took  efpecial  care  to  keep  out  of 
the  way,  when  there  was  occafion,  though  his  duty  called 
him  to  do  othervvays ;  but  his  nothing  new,  to  promote 
men  to  places  of  profit  in  the  Colonies,  for  unmerited fer  <viccs . 
There  were  not  many  years  fince  two  chief juftices  fuccef- 
fively  ffint  over  to  one  of  the  provinces  who  had  been  bred 
profeffed  pimps.;  and  I  fuppofe  ffione  in  that  chara&er  fo 
highly,  as  to  intitle  them  to  give  decifions  in  any  matters  fo 
trifling  as  the  little  petty  property,  or  life  and  death  can  be, 
in  a  diiiant  colony.  This  Court  has  fuch  an  unlimited 
power  to  appoint  as  many  officers  as  they  may  think  lit  ; 
and,  together  with  the  Courts  of  Admiralty,  can  fo  per¬ 
plex  and  harrafo  the  faired  trader,  that  molt  people  or  pru¬ 
dence  are  daily  declining  bufinefs,  and  leaving  the  de¬ 
fperate  game  of  commerce  to  the  i 
merchant. 

lowed 
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gnorant  or  defperate 


lowed  the  iniquitous  advice  of  Mr. - — 

- ;  but  the  colonifts  have  no 

thoughts  of  fuch  a  meafure.  They  know 
their  whole  property  depends  upon  the 
Englifh  laws ;  that  the  moment  they  be¬ 
come  unhinged  from  Great  Britain,  they 
bid  farewell  to  property ;  and  they  trem¬ 
ble  at  the  thought  of  a  feparation  You 
may  depend,  therefore,  they  will  take  bet¬ 
ter  methods ;  they  will  plead,  petition,  re- 
monftrate  to,  and  convince,  by  folid  ar¬ 
guments,  the  generous,  humane,  and  no¬ 
ble  hearts  of  us  their  countrymen  in  Eng¬ 
land,  how  juft  their  claim,  how  reafon- 
able  their  requelts,  how  hard  their  lot, 

%  What  madnefs  thole  are  guilty  of  who  recommend 
governing  our  colonies  by  military  power !  was  this  once 
to  be  adopted,  what  have  we  not  to  fear  !  a  prime  Mini- 
iter  might  at  any  time  fell  our  whole  line  of  colonies  to 
France,  and  give  them  up  with  no  other  trouble  than  that 
of  fending  over  a  proper  commander,  who  agrees  to  obey 
his  orders  !  If  a  Minifter  ihould  not  do  it,  the  comman¬ 
der  in  chief  may  be  induced,  either  by  money  or  ambition, 
to  try  the  experiment.  Whereas  now,  by  the  divided  ftate 
and  little  mutual  jealoufies  fubiifring  among  them,  the  dif¬ 
ferent  forms  of  provincial  government,  and  the  utter  im- 
pofTibility  of  ever  uniting  them  in  any  one  thing,  but  by 
the  moft  dreadful  threatenings  of  abject  flavery  ;  their  lands 
going  in  inheritance,  and  remaining  lecure  only  by  the  laws 
of  England  ;  their  juft  fenfe  of  dependence,  their  love  of  li¬ 
berty,  their  love  to  their  mother  country,  and  loyalty  to 
their  prince ;  and  above  all  their  moft  certain  and  cleareft 
interelt  to  remain  moft  intimately  united  with  us,  which 
they  have  demonftrated  moft  evidently  by  a  faithful  obe¬ 
dience  of  150  years  ;  leaves  no  poffible  room  to  entertain 
one  idea  of  jealoufy  of  a  feperation. 

II  2 
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how  dear  their  liberty,  and  how  inti¬ 
mately,  how  infeparably  it  Hands  connect¬ 
ed  and  interwoven  with  our  own.  And 
fhould  they  not  fuccefsfully  thus  plead  the 
caufe  of  equity,  and  the  caufe  of  Eng¬ 
land’s  liberty  ;  ihould  the  hirelings  of 
France,  and  poifon  of  faCtion,  Hill  find 
means  to  flop  the  ear  of  reafon  and  com¬ 
mon  fenfe ;  fhould  the  fell  defigns  of 
blunderers,  or  pompous  jargon  about 
words,  or  the  threadbare  tales  of  jealoufy, 
ftill  harden  the  hearts  of  Englifhmen,  they 
rnuft  try  another  method ;  they  muft  fave, 
by  every  rule  of  (economy ;  reduce  their 
wants,  bridle  their  pafiions,  contract  their 
pleafures,  and  banifh  every  fpecies  of  lux¬ 
ury,  till  they  can  behold  the  fafhions  and 
tinfel’d  fplendor  of  Europe  with  indif¬ 
ference  and  contempt.  Would  there  be 
then  a  man  in  England,  nay  on  earth, 
whofe  heart  would  not  applaud  the  noble 
conduCt,  and  with  homage  revere  the  fub- 
lime  character  ! — I  fhould  be  lorry,  but  I 
may  live  to  fee,  three  millions  of  brave 
people,  cloathed  in  the  fkins  of  beafts  ; 
fed  from  Nature’s  wholefome  hand  ;  fhel- 
tered  from  the  ftorm  by  the  unpolilhed 
bark,  that  they  may  leave  freedom  for  an 
inheritance  to  their  children.  Should  this 
ever  be  the  cafe  (and  this,  I  know,  will 

be 
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be  the  cafe,  fooner  than  they  will  part 
with  the  rights  of  Englifhmen)  —  What 
muft  then  be  our  condition  ?  Our  ftocks 
and  credit  funk  ;  our  merchants  bank¬ 
rupts  ;  the  produce  of  our  lands  perifliing 
on  our  eftates  ;  our  manufacturers  ftar- 
ving  *  ;  and,  from  neceffity,  muft  plunder 
every  wealthy  neighbour  tor  bread;  our 
nation  divided,  to  whom  then  our  once 
defpicable  enemies  would  give  laws  and 
edicts ;  the  queftion,  how  to  govern  or 
enflave  one  part  of  the  empire  would  be 
then  changed ;  for  we  fhould  then  fee,  too 
late,  that  the  whole  muft  be  preferred,  or 
the  whole  loft.  But  I  muft  clofe  the 
dreadful  fcene. — — You,  Sir,  whofe  im¬ 
portant  bulinefs  is  to  watch  over  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  this  great  nation,  may,  we 
hope,  by  your  abilities,  diligence  and  care, 
help  to  fave  us  from  the  calamities  we  fo 
juftly  fear  muft  otherways  foon  overtake 
us.  And  though  affairs  appear  dark  and 
threatening  ;  though  our  enemies  without 
are  ■  ambitious,  powerful,  and  cunning  ; 

*  If  our  trade  to  America  be  at  an  end,  one  third  of  the 
manufacturers  working  for  exports,  and  the  number  is  in¬ 
finitely  great,  muft  moft  evidently  fall  upon  the  different 
pari  (lies  to  be  fupported  ;  which  will  likewife  ruin  many 
thoufands  of  families  :  befide,  fuch  univerfal  bankruptcy, 
will  make  all  the  nation  tremble,  not  a  man  of  whatever 
rank  or  degree,  but  muff  feel  the  fatal  effects. 


(  5  2  ) 

though  they  have  warm  advocates,  and 
faithful  fervants,  in  our  verybofom  ;  fome, 
from  unknown  charms,  fome  from  falfe 
reafoning,  and  fome  from  pride,  and  love 
of  power,  chufing  rather  to  fee  the  em¬ 
pire  loft,  than  the  infallibility  of  a  part 
queftioned  in  the  leaft  point ;  and  though 
a  revengeful]  difappointed  fervant  has  found 
means  to  continue  mifchief  and  uneali- 
nefs,  by  fpreading  lyes  and  prejudices 
through  the  land  j  yet  there  are  many 
things  to  encourage  and  animate  you  in  a 
fteady  and  fpirited  oppofition  to  his  mea- 
fures.  Y ou  have  a  King,  whole  glory  is 
the  liberty  of  his  fubje&s  ;  who  loves 
peace,  harmony,  and  concord  ]  and  wifhes 
to  expand  the  beams  of  folid  happinefs  to 
the  moft  diftant  corner  of  the  realm.  All 
the  real  friends  of  freedom  are,  or  will  in 
a  fhort  time,  be  on  your  fide  ;  the  intereft 
of  the  merchant  firft,  then  the  manufac¬ 
turer,  and  finally  the  landholder,  as  they 
feel  the  diftrefs,  will,  in  the  fame  propor¬ 
tion,  bring  on  conviftion ;  and  they  muft, 
they  cannot  but  unitedly  fupport  the  men 
who  are  inclined  to  fupport  the  ftate,  by 
wife,  juft,  and  equitable  meafures.  The 
people  will,  in  general,  begin  to  feel  their 
dependance  on  each  other  ;  ns  that  necef- 
ftty  appears,  they  will  look  to  the  proper 
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objects  for  its  fupport ;  and  thofe  men  who 
fwand  forth  to  fave  them,  muft  become  po¬ 
pular  and  important  >  while  they,  who 
were  the  caufe  of  their  calamities,  the  dis¬ 
turbers  of  their  peace,  deftroyers  of  their 
riches  and  ftrength,  and  promoters  of  di- 
vifions,  muft  become  odious  and  con¬ 
temptible  $  for  the  moment  they  are  con¬ 
vinced,  that  even  any  of  their  fellow  fub- 
je&s  are  injured,  and  unjuftly  treated,  their 
generous  hearts  feel  all  the  pafiions  of  ten- 
dernefs,  humanity,  contempt,  hatred,  and 
revenge. 

May  bad  policy  work  out  its  own  ruin, 
bad  men  finally  be  dete&ed,  miftaken  men 
convinced,  and  prejudices  rectified  by  rea- 
ibn  and  the  torce  of  truth  ;  and  thus  our 
union  cemented,  our  enemies  difappointed 
in  their  attempts  to  divide  us ;  and  the 
glory  of  the  whole  empire  fhine  with 
greater  luftre  than  ever,  under  the  fmiles 
and  benign  influence  of  the  beft  of  Kings. 
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